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June 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Statement on Proposed Legislation To Bolster Enforcement of Gun Laws
June 22, 2000

Today the House has an opportunity to bol-
ster our efforts to fight gun crime in America
as it considers the Commerce, Justice, State ap-
propriations bill. In its current form, the bill
severely underfunds my $280 million national
gun enforcement initiative—including funding
for 1,000 new State and local gun prosecutors,
anti-gun violence media campaigns, and smart
gun technology. I urge the House to pass Rep-
resentative Lowey’s amendment to provide $150
million to hire State and local gun prosecutors
to put more gun criminals behind bars.

Yesterday the Treasury Department released
its first-ever gun ATF gun trafficking report
demonstrating my administration’s commitment
to tough gun enforcement and the need to close
deadly loopholes in our laws that make gun
shows and corrupt dealers favorite supply chan-
nels for illegal traffickers. Congress can take im-
mediate action to address these issues and make

progress in the fight to reduce gun violence.
Instead, the House attempted to undermine the
administration’s historic gun safety agreement
with Smith & Wesson last night. Despite the
failure of this attempt, the Republican leader-
ship continues its assault on this agreement at
a time when our Nation loses nearly 12 children
per day in gunfire.

We should be doing all we can to move for-
ward in the fight to reduce gun violence, not
backward. I urge Congress to focus on measures
that will improve public safety by fully funding
my national gun enforcement initiative to give
law enforcement even more tools to crack down
on gun criminals. And Congress should finally
pass the stalled commonsense gun safety legisla-
tion to close the gun show loophole and take
other steps to keep guns out of the wrong
hands.

Statement on the Shootings of Government Meat Inspectors
June 22, 2000

I was shocked and saddened to learn of the
tragic shootings of three government inspectors,
including two U.S. Department of Agriculture
employees, in California. The Federal Govern-
ment is working closely with local authorities
on this matter. This grievous act was committed

against dedicated individuals who were working
to ensure the public’s health and safety. I want
to join all Americans in extending our thoughts
and prayers to the victims and their families
and coworkers.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Proposed Energy Policy Legislation
June 22, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Leader:)
With so much attention focused on the recent

spike in gasoline prices and OPEC’s decision
to increase production quotas, it is critical that
we not lose sight of our nation’s long-term en-
ergy needs. For seven years, my Administration
has pursued a sound, comprehensive policy to
address those needs. Regrettably, several key
elements of this Administration’s strategy have

languished in Congress. In recent days, in fact,
budget initiatives to strengthen our energy sup-
ply have suffered significant cuts, while some
Members have advanced proposals that would
seriously harm our environment in the name
of energy security. I urge you to work closely
with me to enact these critical energy proposals
without further delay.
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